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CHRISTIAN ICONOGRAPHY. 



THE TRINITY. 

The three Divine Persons are merged in one single God, 
just as the three images representing them combine to form 
one single group. The doctrines of our holy faith, and the 
works of art — Theology and Iconography — walk hand in 
hand, the one in describing, the other in pourtraying the 
Trinity. The three Persons have hitherto been each con- 
sidered separately. It now remains only to exhibit them 
grouped together, united between themselves, and represented 
as Trinities. 

HISTORY OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 

The doctrine of the Trinity, which had been almost 
entirely unknown to the Pagans, and but imperfectly revealed 
to the Jewish race, was made clearly and completely manifest 
from the very earliest origin of Christianity. It unfolded 
itself in all its extent, and with all the various and import- 
ant results connected with it, during the successive centuries, 
of the Christian era, and conformably with them. Consider- 
able research and enquiry lias been made as to the ideas 
entertained by Pagans on the subject of the Trinity, and the 
amount of knowledge possessed by them of the unity of 
the divine essence, and the triplicity of persons, or hypo- 
stases. Plato appears to have foreseen the Christian doc- 
trine, but only as objects perceived at a distance, which the 
eye can scarcely reach, or seizes but imperfectly. The doctrine 
attributed to that Greek philosopher, ana which seems 
rather to be deducible from his general theory, than openly 

vol. n. b 
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